NYSCAME General Membership Meeting 

Friday, December 4, 2009
NYSSMA Winter Conference - Rochester, New York

Respectfully submitted by Lori Orestano-James, NYSCAME Secretary

1.  Welcome - President Joel Ratner called meeting to order at 12:00 Noon.

2.  In Attendance: Cindy Baldwin, Marc Greene, Patricia Wheelhouse, Brian Zuar, Barbara Rubinstein, Kevin Bayen, Johanna J. Siebert, Paul R. Infante, Bernie Jones, Joel Ratner, Lori Orestano-James, John Spiezio, Charley Puricelli, Joseph Rutkowski, John C. Banks, John McNeur, Kevin Jenkins, Sarah Loveland, George Ober, Paul Weber, Kelly Good, Joseph Pallotta, Rose M. Marvel, Joe Pergola, Mike Soscia, Jon-Michael Lasher, Rita Padden, Pat Isenberg, Rene Suprina, Terry Nigrelli, Craig Sherman, Fran Fernandez, Donna Watts, Angel Perez, Ann Trombley, Michael Mastrangelo, Anthony Ambrogio, Josephine Gallarello, Gary Siegel, Ed Chiarello, Todd Holly, Joshua Golbert, John Gallagher 
3.  Secretary Report – Lori Orestano-James

Motion to approve minutes of March 9, 2009 – Paul Infante
2nd: Terry Nigrelli



Vote: Unanimous

Correction to August 9, 2009 minutes under Scholarships:  Should read $300 not $500.

Motion to approve minutes of August 9, 2009 as amended – Kelly Good

2nd: Josephine Gallarello


Vote: Unanimous

4.  Treasurers Report – Kevin Bayen

Kevin Bayen reported that dues are slowly coming in.  
Motion to accept March 9, 2009 Treasurers Report as submitted – Cindy Baldwin

2nd Anthony Ambrogio




Vote: Unanimous

5.  Area Representative Reports
Area 1 (Buffalo/Rochester) – Donna Watts spoke regarding the 7th Annual Music Workshop Day.  She stated that all are welcome.  In addition, they are working on updating surveys regarding research on 21st Century Skills. 

Area 2 (Syracuse/Central New York) – No report 

Area 3 (Capital District/North Country) – No report
Area 4 (Hudson Valley) – Lori Orestano-James reported that they are working on getting advocacy and membership up.  The area is focusing on getting those involved that are not Music Administrators as many of the districts do not have a formal Director of Music or equivalent. 

Area 5 (NYC/Westchester) – Craig Sherman reported that they just completed their Annual Workshop Day.  140+ attended across the county.  They are planning for their Annual College Seminar Day.

Area 6 (Long Island) – John McNeur reported that SCMEA just had its 14th year Balances Mind Conference of the Arts with 1100 people in attendance.  Gerald Ross was the Keynote Speaker.  18 workshops have been held during the year providing the opportunity for in-service credit.  Superintendent Luncheon will be held on March 18, 2010.  Roger Tillis of the NYS Board of Regents will be the Guest Speaker.  Commissioner Steiner is also scheduled to attend.  Paul Infante reported on the Day of Tuba.  In addition, he thanked and congratulated Tim Hogan for a successful All County as well as Bernie Jones who organized the Professional Development Workshops for the event.  An announcement was also made for a “NYSCAME – Get Away,”  Nassau County is planning a Spain& Morocco trip for Summer 2010.  

6.  Presidents Report: Dr. Joel Ratner

In Memoriam
Joel Ratner asked for a Moment of Silence in memory of Joe Sugar.  He asked each of those present to think of one of our favorite “Joe Sugar” stories.

Vote on Slate of Officers 
President – Patricia Wheelhouse

President Elect – Ken Pollitt

Past-President – Joel Ratner

Joel Ratner stated that Joe Pollit has declined the nomination to the position of President Elect due to personal issues.  
Discussion was held regarding the procedure to use to fill the vacancy to the Slate.  

Motion was made to Table the President Elect position and open the nominations via e-mail.  Executive Board will send its nomination.  The official vote for the President Elect will take place at the March Meeting in Albany - Rita Padden


2nd: John Gallagher



Vote: Unanimous
Motion to have Secretary Cast one ballot for the Slate of Officers as presented for the positions of President and Past-President – Donna Watt

2nd: Craig Sherman

Pat Wheelhouse thanked everyone present and committed to being a fighter who will lead in the areas of budget, staffing and program.  

Pat Wheelhouse presented outgoing President Joel Ratner with a plaque for his Outstanding Service.  
Joel Ratner stated that he was proud to be a member and have had the opportunity to serve as President for such a dynamic organization.  He indicated examples of NYSCAME Advocacy stating that our efforts really do count.  He sited the specific of NYSSSA Funding.  Through letters sent not only by our membership but by other as well, 90% of the funding was restored.  
He thanked and congratulated Cindy Baldwin on her work, commitment and tireless efforts in her roles over the past 6 years. 

Joel Ratner also thanked each of the Executive Board members for their fabulous work on behalf of the NYSCAME membership.  He stated that he has been involved with many organizations and was honored, proud and privileged to have worked with each members of this Executive Board. 

NYSSMA Winter Conference
Joel Ratner reported that NYSCAME had 3 presenters scheduled to do sessions during the NYSSMA 2009 Winter Conference.  The NYSCAME members are Lori Orestano-James (who did and outstanding job representing NYSCAME during the early morning session), Marc Greene and Joe Pergola (who will be presenting later in the conference and always do an outstanding job as well.)

NYSCEA
Joel Ratner reported that the new Commissioner, Dr. Steiner, has and Arts Background and was formally affiliated with NEA.  He stated the State Ed is now looking toward more of the holistic approach.  Quantitive assessment has turned teaching to the whole child.

NYSCAME Scholarships
The timeline discussed at the March 9, 2009 meeting was not obtainable.  Discussion was held to create the following timeline and procedure: 

· 6 Scholarships will be distributed.  $300 each

· Each Area will set its own criteria for the scholarship

· Johanna J. Siebert has developed an application form with general requirements and criteria.

· A central contact in each Area will be established (Regional President or Rep.)

· ASAP Johanna will get info out to the contacts asking for the area recipient name and application be sent back to her by May 1, 2010. 

· Information on the Scholarship and the application will be available on the NYSCAME Web site.

· Patricia Wheelhouse will send a congratulatory letter to the student with the award. 

GRC Concerns: NYS Budget Crisis, Race to the Top, Certifications
Joel Ratner reported that Legislature past a Tier 5 for TRS.  Anyone in Tier 3 has from now until January 1, 2010 to opt into Tier 4.  He suggested that we make sure to spread the word to get into TRS now if not already in the system.
Discussion of possible mid-year cuts occurred.  There is a generalized hope that this will not affect Education but nothing confirmed at this point.  Either way, it is agreed that the spring will be tough.  

Kevin Bayen led the discussion regarding President Obama’s Race to the Top.  Feds to give monies to the State based on Testing.  NYSED is looking to tie tenure/evaluations with test scores.  Discussion was held regarding how these items affect Music Education.  NYSSMA and NYSCAME need to be prepared to handle these issues.

NYSED – Dr. Edward Marschilok
Dr. Edward Marschilok handed out NYSSSA Audition Application Brochures.  He thanked NYSCAME for its assistance in helping to maintain funding during the past year.  

He briefly explained and answered question regarding Race to the Top funding.  The states would need to compete for the funding.  In addition, there are portions that address a robust P-20 Data System, targeting of  SIR, SINI and DINI schools specific to achievement in testing areas, Teacher Prep Programs and Improved curriculum, instruction, program and assessment strategies.  Specific actions of RTT funds include no charter school cap in the state, using student performance tied to teacher analysis.  He cautioned the membership that this is happening quickly and recommends checking the Board of Regents website on a monthly basis.  He invited the membership to attend his workshop on Saturday morning at 10:15am.  Lastly, he said that the Lt. Governor has said that nobody knows what to do when the Federal monies run out.  He stated that no one has ever faced what we are going to face in the next 18 months.  

Joel Ratner thanked Dr. Marschilok for his continued support and efforts on behalf of Music and Arts based Education.  
7.  President-Elect Report – Dr. Patricia Wheelhouse
Pat asked to have workshop proposals with a small blurb sent to her ASAP for the NYSSMA Summer Conference (August 8-10, 2010 – Albany, NY).  There is a January 1st deadline for her to submit selections. 

8.  Vice President Report – Dr. Johanna Siebert

     Johanna Siebert reported regarding “Profile of a Career Teacher.”  This is a project through the Society for Music Teachers.  The information is quantitative data.  10 serve on the committee of which she is one of the members.  The committee has developed a survey on line.  The committee is waiting to get approval to get the survey on-line from Steven Schopp.  The survey will be up on-line until sometime ending in March of 2010.  The outcome will be included in a presentation at MENC National Convention in California. 

11.  Old Business - none
12.  New Business
     Dr. Marschilok offered the opportunity for questions before he had to leave for another engagement.  Josephine Gallarello asked if there is conflict in reporting with state due to the change in gathering of federal data.  Dr. Marschilok stated that this is an on-going process of give and take.  He believes that it will work out so that no money is left behind.  
13.  Adjournment Motion to adjourn @ 1:15pm by Joe Pergola
2nd: Charley Puricelli 



Vote: Unanimous

